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maybe it is time we do the most dif-
ficult thing any of us would ever do in 
our elected career, and that is actually 
take on the biggest issue of our times, 
and that is the unfunded liabilities and 
the promises we have made? 

Do we do a BRAC commission, not to 
close things, but to actually look at ev-
erything because is a little bit of the 
solution reforming how we deliver 
healthcare and Medicare? 

Is a little bit of the solution a dif-
ferent type of immigration system that 
maximizes economic expansion and 
benefits and demographics? 

Is it everything all together? Is it 
maximizing economic expansion so 
payroll taxes become much more ro-
bust? 

Is it actually creating a path for 
those who have been disaffected or are 
on certain types of income-based social 
entitlement programs that move them 
back into our workforce because there 
is opportunity? 

The answer is we need to do it all at 
the same time. 

But how do you get this body, with 
all the noise that is around us con-
stantly, all the people banging on us 
constantly, the chaos that is today’s 
media, which is an entertainment me-
dium, get a number of people to pull 
out a calculator, pull out some great 
econometrics, understand the demo-
graphics, and do what is necessary to 
deal with the greatest threat to this 
country? And that greatest threat is 
not military. It is actually debt and 
promises we have made. 

As you have already seen on the 
slides, everything else is pretty much 
in balance over the next 30 years. What 
blows us up is the promises we have 
made in Social Security and Medicare. 
It is fixable, but we cannot continue to 
wait. 

The last thing I want to share, and I 
know I am backtracking a bit, there 
continues to be more good news that 
comes in from the tax reform and the 
positive things that are happening 
within the economy; but there was a 
great article today about what is also 
happening at our State and local lev-
els, and this sort of fits into that uni-
fied theory of, if you are going to start 
to step up and do what is difficult, do 
it in a time when you have economic 
expansion. It turns out revenues to our 
States look like they are taking quite 
a pop upward. 

Also, another article, it turns out 
that the International Monetary Fund 
did a calculation and fairly stepped up 
world growth for the next couple years 
and actually gave half the credit for 
that growth to the U.S. tax reform, 
meaning what we did here in the 
United States actually made a poor 
family on the other side of the world’s 
opportunities better. 

If you actually start to look at all 
the things that are going on around us, 
even in a time of turbulent politics, we 
have some good things happening. 

Now let’s step up and do the really 
hard things, because the hard things 

are how we are going to be judged in 
our future when all of us as elected 
Members leave here. Will we have 
saved the country from its greatest 
threat, which is the debt that is going 
to come crashing down on us very, very 
soon? 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 23 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, April 18, 2018, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

4557. A communication from the President 
of the United States, transmitting FY 2019 
budget amendments for the Departments of 
Agriculture, Defense, Education, Energy, 
Health and Human Services, Homeland Secu-
rity, Housing and Urban Development, the 
Interior, Justice, Labor, State, Transpor-
tation, the Treasury, and Veterans Affairs, 
and the Environmental Protection Agency, 
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration, National Science Foundation, So-
cial Security Administration, U.S. Agency 
for International Development, and Other 
International Programs (H. Doc. No. 115— 
114); to the Committee on Appropriations 
and ordered to be printed. 

4558. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the 
approved retirement of Vice Admiral Terry 
J. Benedict, United States Navy, and his ad-
vancement to the grade of vice admiral on 
the retired list, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112 (as 
amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec. 502(b)); 
(110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

4559. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting the National Guard and 
Reserve Equipment Report for Fiscal Year 
2019, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 10541(a); Public 
Law 101-510, Sec. 1483(a) (as amended by Pub-
lic Law 112-81, Sec. 1070); (125 Stat. 1592); to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

4560. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the Board’s final 
rule — Real Estate Appraisals [Docket No.: 
R-1568] (RIN: 7100 AE-81) received April 5, 
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

4561. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Suspension of Community Eligibility, 
Vernon Parish, LA, et al. [Docket ID: FEMA- 
2018-0002; Internal Agency Docket No.: 
FEMA-8521] received March 28, 2018, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

4562. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s final rule — Removal of Transferred 
OTS Regulations Regarding Minimum Secu-

rity Procedures Amendments to FDIC Regu-
lations (RIN: 3064-AE47) received April 5, 
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

4563. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora-
tions’ final rule — Assessment Regulations 
received April 9, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

4564. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Management and Budget, Executive Office of 
the President, transmitting the Office’s re-
port on discretionary appropriations legisla-
tion within seven calendar days of enact-
ment, pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 901(a)(7)(B); Pub-
lic Law 99-177, Sec. 251(a)(7)(B) (as amended 
by Public Law 114-113, Sec. 1003); (129 Stat. 
3035); to the Committee on the Budget. 

4565. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s ninth Annual Report to Congress on 
the Prevention and Reduction of Underage 
Drinking for September 2017, pursuant to 42 
U.S.C. 290bb-25b(c)(1)(F); Public Law 109-422, 
Sec. 2; (120 Stat. 2892); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

4566. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Cigarettes, Smokeless Tobacco, and Covered 
Tobacco Products; Change of Office Name 
and Address; Technical Amendment [Docket 
No.: FDA-2018-N-0011] received April 5, 2018, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

4567. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator, Diversion Control Division, 
Drug Enforcement Administration, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s temporary rule — Schedules of Con-
trolled Substances: Extension of Temporary 
Placement of MAB-CHMINACA in Schedule I 
of the Controlled Substances Act [Docket 
No.: DEA-421] received April 5, 2018, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

4568. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator, Diversion Control Division, 
Drug Enforcement Administration, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s temporary amendment — Schedules 
of Controlled Substances: Temporary Place-
ment of Seven Fentanyl-Related Substances 
in Schedule I [Docket No.: DEA-475] received 
April 5, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

4569. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator, Diversion Control Division, 
Drug Enforcement Administration, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s temporary amendment — Schedules 
of Controlled Substances: Temporary Place-
ment of Fentanyl-Related Substances in 
Schedule I [Docket No.: DEA-476] April 5, 
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

4570. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator, Diversion Control Division, 
Drug Enforcement Administration, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s temporary amendment — Schedules 
of Controlled Substances: Temporary Place-
ment of Cyclopropyl Fentanyl in Schedule I 
[Docket No.: DEA-474] received April 5, 2018, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

4571. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
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